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The Whelan Times is published and 
printed for the soul pleasure of 
DOCTOR WHO fans everywhere 
although other people may read the 
Wrevian Times as well. However, no 
portion of this newsletter may he 
reprinted, reproduced, or sold without 
the express written approval of an 
officer of the Doctor Who Fan Club of 
America. We would like to thank all our 
loyal fan members, and those who 
especiafly contributed to this issue, Jeff 
Rowers for his beautiful oo^r art \Aeky 
Selander and Paul Scott Aldnn for 
much of the insider news. 

This issue is dedicated to the me*T«ory 
of Bowie Vox et al. 

AJI the very best 
See you in 60, 


Andrea L Phillips , Aj 
Chancellor, OWFCA T 


Thanx 

Richard Rose and CIA 
Paul Scott Aldred of Unit 
Jeff Powers-our Artist 


Hello Whovians yes it's been a little while. Never fear, though this 
first post-promotional issue of our WHOVIAN TIMES took a little 
longer to put out than we had hoped, we are still committed to 
bringing you four issues in 199t. Technically this would be the 
second issue of the year. We'll compensate for this by shortening 
up the printing schedule: issue 21 to be mailed July or August, 
issue 22 in October and issue 23 in December, or possibly we'll 
send out a special double issue 22/23 for the holiday season. As 
usual, we would be glad to have any feedback on this that you 
would care to give us. We have plenty of wonderful material for 
the newsletters and plan to provide up-to-date Information on 
Doctor Who releases in publishing and on video, as well as 
convention and club info. 

It's been a hectic yet rewarding year; business at the club has 
been overwhelming. We've been put through our paces 
reorganizing and shipping and improving customer service. We've 
had such an enthusiastic response from club members 
volunteering information on all sorts of subjects that we just 
haven’t had time to collate It all yet. But our information network 
is being consolidated and starting next issue we have some very 
exciting ideas about putting it to use. We’ve had to deal with a 
couple of glitches in running the club-beginner's luck I suppose. 
We've expanded our work force (no, not by force-feeding them 
donuts-l mean we've hired extra personnel), and succeeded in 
ironing out most problems-we hope to everyone's satisfaction. It's 
been a revelation let me tell you. There's no assertiveness training 
In the world to compare with having to set deadlines with shippers 
and suppliers. 

Please keep those cards and letters coming and don’t be 
discouraged if you have to leave a message with our answering 
service. We carefully log all calls and follow up on your requests 
ASAP. If you want to talk to a LIVE PERSON, you have a better 
chance if you call in the morning between 9 & noon Mountain 
States Time. To be totally honest we usually have only one or two 
people working in the office-afternoon is errand-time, that’s when 
we're usually out doing our best to provide you with the best. 
P.S. The Pertwee interview and incidental stories were so great I 
had a hard time cutting anything from the material, so some of the 
anecdotes about Nick Courtney and John Levine had to be 
postponed. These will appear with Anthony Ainley’s interview in the 
next couple of issues. 

j/j \ Andrea L. Phillips 
Chancellor. DWFCA 
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NEWS 

FROM 

GREAT 

BRITAIN 


BY J. JEREMY BENTHAM 


‘Intelligent listening tor beginners'; the 
title of one of my favourite episodes of 
that much under-rated eighties BBC 
science-fiction series STAR COPS - 
episodes from which are happily due 
to be released this summer by BBC 
Video. 

The title is also equally 
appropriate to the attitude one needs 
to take these days trying to interpret 
the BBC’s announcements about 
Doctor Who. 

Actually it is more lack of 
announcements we have to contend 
with rather than firm statements of 
intent That has always been the 
problem of the BBC: there is never 
soul to damn nor hide to kick when 
trying to find someone who will own 
up to being responsible for making 
“the Decision', for which we have all 
watted so long. 

In my last column I cited July 
1 990 as the date when we would finally 
hear some concrete news. Well, that 
month came and went and still we are 
none the wiser. 

Hence the need for Intelligent 
listening. "Beebspeak" Is yet another 
addition to that ever lengthening line of 
phraseology, adopted by official 
bodies whenever they feel obliged to 
give answers, but don't really want to 
commit themselves. For example, 
Peter Cregeen’s much vaunted, 
"Doctor Who is one of the BBC’s most 
important programmes...' translatesas. 
"Aren’t the videos doing well...". 
Similarly, "Doctor Who is in safe 
hands" more readily reads as. It's our 
show, and no one else is going to own 
it*. 

Most worrying of ail is that 
almost diched chestnut, * We're 
looking for the best possible way to 
take Doctor Who through the nineties* 
, which I am now taking to mean. 
‘Any ideas anybody????* 



T rue this is a cynical viewpoint 
to take, but after eighteen months or 
more since the last serial completed 
production, and not a peep from those 
gods on the sixth floor of TV Center, is 
It any wonder? 

I think I would be less disposed 
towards such rhetoric had I not had a 
sharp lesson last summer as to how 
the Corporation works This 
enlightenment came from former 
Doctor Who producer, Graham 
Williams, whom you may know died 
suddenly In a tragic shooting accident 
a few weeks after I had conducted an 
interview with him for my magazine 'In- 
Vision*. 

So along comes, for instance. 
"Columbia Pictures" with a firm offer to 
produce the show as a film series, 
presumably to be helmed by Terry 
Nation and Gerry Davis who enlisted 
their enthusiasm for the venture In the 
firs! place. All looks promising until, 
suddenly, "Columbia" announces it 
wants to make ten serials and is 
prepared to Invest about $1,000,000 
per serial. At this point the BBC starts 
making loud gulping noises. For, in 
order to keep the vital 51 % controlling 
interests they will be obliged to stake 
at least as much, if not more, money in 
these serials, to be drawn from their 
own coffers. 

The BBC’s big headache is 
firstly that it just could not manage 
such an outlay for one show, and 
secondly, even if it could, the powers 
that be would largely base that 
investment decision on the ratings 
Doctor Who has scored In recent 



years. And the sad truth here is that 
Doctor Who has not attracted big 
audiences for the Iasi five years, either 
here In the U K. or in the States. Latter 
seasons have not scored the same 
impact as their Tom Baker and John 
Pertwee counterparts. 

So. rather as was none with a 
planned BBC fHm series in the 
seventies, "the Zodiac Factor", the 
BBC would prefer to break off 
negotiations until they can wheedle out 
a deal more favourable to them. 

Of course the alternative would 
be to turn Doctor Who completely over 
to 'Columbia", but that would lose the 
BBC their highly lucrative 
merchandising rights, and would 
relinquish their artistic control over 
production, the latter a prospect most 
fans believe would be ultimately 
detrimental to the show. 

It sounds a fantastic scenario, but 
such is the way the television Industry 
can, and does, operate worldwide. For 
fuller details. see Graham Williams* 
piece in the "Image of the Fendahi* 
issue of In-Vision ( yes, that Is a 
shameless plug...) 

And speaking of plugs one that 
was pulled from our sockets last 
November was BSB (British Satellite 
Broadcasting). Launched just seven 
months earlier, BSB was to be "the" 
network that would broadcast Doctor 
Who "right from the start". Indeed 
during September, BSB undertook 
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what must surety rank as a world first. 

It turned over an entire channel (or a 
whole weekend to broadcasting 
nothing but Doctor Who * full stories, 
archive episodes, documentaries and 
a wealth of related ‘special feature' 
programmes. This was, they 
announced, their flagship heralding in 
their commitment to broadcast 
everything that the BBC still held on 
Doctor Who. 

Whoopeeh! We all thought. Then, 
six weeks later in walks “Sky 
Television*, takes over the entire 
network for their more popularlsl 
market, and all we are left with, 
archive-wise, are reruns of "The Lucy 
Show*. Thank-you and goodnight 
England and the Commonwealth... 

So what Is 1991 likely to bring to 
Doctor Who's troubled state. Frankly, 
at best, we might get an 
announcement of Intent by the BBC 
this year, but don't hold your breaths 
The scenario outlined above is a 
hurdle the Beeb wants to get around, 
but it Is dubious any major 
independent company, with an eye to 
attracting big overseas sales, would 
want to make the series with the same 
proportionate spending as the BBC 
would advance. 

To end on a brighter note, ail 
across the USA fans of Doctor Who , 
should now be finding it a lot easier 
and faster getting hold of new issues 
of ‘Doctor Who Magazine*. Since last 
year the American "Marvel Comics* 
parent company has taken over direct 
distribution of the magazine, which is 
the third most successful title 
produced from "Marvel UK" ( after The 
Real Ghostbusters* and, don't laugh, 
Thomas the Tank Engine"). That 
should ensure much faster shipping of 
new editions to outlets in the USA. 

And good news too for home 
computer buffs. After some lengthy 
teething problems "Whobase 7*s 
innovator, Roger Stagnaro. has 
announced the eagerly awaited Doctor 
Who database and handling program 
is now ready to role. And not just a 
Doctor Who database either, There is 
a Star Trek file that will be reteased 
almost simultaneously. But what about 
Blake's Seven we all wonder' 1 
May Your Bugs Never Byte 
Jeremy Bentham, January 1991 
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There are a million things lo tell you. Rumors are swarming over the Atlantic like 
those killer bees migrating up from Mexico not knowing when or where to settle 
down. Unfortunately most of this wealth of free information is rather uninformative 
and ambiguous. Apparently there was a May 1 1 th news release (from the BBC?) 
that an independent had been selected to do the production on Doctor Who, but 
John Levine, who was being considered for a return appearance, reports that the 
deal may have fallen through. Sylvester McCoy was said to be very enthusiastic 
about the future of the show when asked to speak about it recently at conventions, 
but unfortunately, he’s equally sure that he won t be asked to return as the Doctor. 
Producers rumored to be in the bidding are EMI. Verity Lambert and Terry Nation. 
Sophie ( Ace) Aidred. who’s also dealing with the cancellation of her children’s 
series, suggested at a convention in NY earlier this year that maybe the plan to 
send checks to the BBC to support Doctor WHO would get things moving. The 
BBC has been citing financial reasons for cancelling many of its series. The checks 
serve as a sign of fan's ‘sympathy* with the Beeb's predicament but also attract 
attention because the BBC isn't likely to be able to use these funds therefore may 
have to personally respond by reluming every check. In any case, polite and 
persuasive correspondence with the BBC by letter or phone is encouraged as the 
best way to make an impression on the powers that be. 

Write to: 

Peter Cregeen 

Head of Drama Series and Serials 

BBC TV Centre 

Wood Lane 

London W12 

England 

Above all, remain courteous and sensible, hate mail and even pressure tactics like 
the phone blitz that was used to logjam the BBC’s telephone lines earlier this year 
have not had a positive effect According to many fan publications, these methods 
only serve to sour the fan's relationship with the BBC. This is, after all, a venerable 
and prestigious business (no* to mention a government organization), and they 
are not obliged to deal with an unpleasant clientele. The BBC is currently 
experiencing quite a few administrative and organizational changes, Personnel cuts, 
and a comprehensive review of costs and policies Various sources of information 
confirm that of ail the popular shows that the general public wants to see returned 
to the air. Doctor Who is at the top of the list. Judging from the ambiguous nature 
of most of the information that filters out to us from the people apparently in charge 
of future production on both the movie and the television series, we assume that 
they are keeping to a closed door policy and making no commitments until ail 
business is concluded and deals are locked in. □ 

AMERICA N SCOOP CONTINUES \ 
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"What was that again , Brigadeer? M 
Extra cheese, no anchovies.-. ?" 


MOVIES! MOVIESI MOVIES! 


If not Hauer, WHO? 

One of the more enter- 
taining rumors which makes 
a regular circuit of the Who 
grapevine is the name ot whoever 
is suspected of being the current 
choice for lead actor in the Who movie 
(whose Production company is 
apparently due for another renewal on 
its option for rights to the Doctor Who 
story). Joining the estimable company 
ot actors like John Cleese. Dudley 
Moore and Donald Sutherland as a 
suspected "might-be" for the role of the 
Doctor Is Rutger Hauer. Or should I 
say was. For several months Ihls 
rumor was fueled by the fact that 
neither Green-Light Productions (or 
Coast to Coast or whatever their 
current name is) nor Rutger Hauer's 
agent would categorically deny the 
fact. Green-light hemmed and hawed 
saying that all negotiations were 
confidential until a final decision could 
be made. And people assumed that 
Rutger Hauer (or his publicity agent) 
by keeping mum was actually 
admitting his guilt in this affair. Well, 
unfortunately, in late April, Hauer did 
release an official statement in 
response to inquiries about his 
possible honorary induction into the 
fellowship of the Timelords. It was - 
and I quote 

■ No, (chuckle, chuckle) No*. 

Well, once again, we are cast adrift in 
the seas of uncertainty (Editors note: 
gag on that metaphor.). Anyone who's 
seen Hauer’s work in such diverse 
films as “Blade Runner", "Spetlers". 


“Ladyhawke”, and The Hitcher* as 
well as his many adventure films, 
knows that Rutger has a sort of 
amiable, psycho flair. He can turn it 
toward revelations of an unexpected 
warmth and humanity or terrifying, 
coldblooded intent depending on what 
the particular role demands. This, 
combined with his oft-marketed, 
combat flash and a quirky hard-biting 
sense of humor, his nifty accent, and 
the fact that he's from the Continent 
could have made for an original and 
maybe controversial portrayal of the 
Doctor. Some of the fans had 
reservations about his fitting the role; 
they were put off a little by his macho 
shoot-em-up movie Image. Thinking 
that he had a hint too much 
association with 'Evil' in his roles. But 
these qualities might have focused on 
some of the best elements of the 
Doctor mythos. Take the uncanniness 
ot Tom Baker's doctor or the gung-ho 
and debonair Pertwee-shades of 
Michael Keaton as Batman. Well, In 
any case. I think most of us will agree 
that at this point we'd be happy with 
almost any decision, just as long as 
it's not Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

CONTEST! CONTEST! 

So let’s give these movie moguls a 
hand. Send In your project outline for 
a Doctor Who film. Give us a brief 
story sketch and your choices of 
actors for the role of the Doctor, his 


companions, 
the villains of the 
story, location, 
director, special effects, 
producer, make-up artists 
and whatever else you would 
like to Include. Be creative! 
See what kind of original avant- 
garde Whovian experience you could 
cook up. We give you Imaginary carte 
blanche-don't forget the advertising 
campaign. We will pick three winners, 
publish their outlines and they win their 
choice of Doctor Who tee shirt, tickets 
to the Who movie or a free alt day 
pass to Bill and Ted's Excellent 
Adventure World whichever becomes 
available first. 

Speaking of films you can look forward 
to the release of Bill and Ted’s Bogus 
Journey this coming July ***** 
However, for that time travel delight all 
of us Who fans are still so starved for, 
the trip back to merry old England for 
Kevin Costner's Robin Hood looks like 
a better bet. 

BOOKS! 

It seems that with the Doctor out of 
the “picture", as it were, at least for the 
time being, the prospects of the 
original fiction soon to be released In 
the States by W.H. Allen are 
tantalizing. The currently planned 
series will consist of four novels with a 
linking theme which Involves a 
creature called the Tlmewyrm which 
acts upon the basic stuff of the 
universe, much like a computer virus 
worming it's way though s computer 
network. Sounds like trouble; sounds 
like a job for the Doctor and Ace. The 
first title of the series is Tlmewyrm 


/ GET READY FOR PERTWEE FLAIR 1 \ 
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Genesis" by Tom Peel, this will be 
followed by Terence Dicks' Timewyrm: 
Exodus', Nigel Robinson's Timewyrm: 
Apocalypse*, and finally Paul Carnell 
will write Timewyrm: Revelation". 
Timewyrm: Genesis' has already been 
released In England and is due to be 
shipped for U S distribution in July or 
August. Place your orders with us - 
see the catalog. 

Jean-Marc Uofficier's book project 
(see issue 19-‘Hot Off the Press") has 
expanded and will consist of three 
volumes of Whovian Trivia. The 
manuscript for the first volume is due 
to be delivered in fall of this year. 
Jean-Marc reports that he is putting 
the final touches on it and the second 
volume. These two volumes wifi be 
part of what has been tentatively titled 
'Doctor Who: The Universal Data 
Bank", and will be comparable to the 
Doctor Who Encyclopedia A-Z that 
was published in England, only more 
extensive. 

The first part of the set Is "Doctor Who: 
The Terrestrial Index”, which as 
discussed In the last issue of "the 
Whovian Times" has indices covering 
every published source of Doctor Who 
material Imaginable: from the television 
broadcasts, listing the actors, and 
support people involved, to indices 
covering the print media and related 
products: such as informational books, 
comics, rtovelizations, as well as 
computer games, board games, 
professionally produced videos 
includ'ng the Mythmakers series of 
interviews and productions like 
"Wartime". Unfortunately, fan fiction 
and videos will be to difficult to cover, 
and won't be covered in these books. 
You'll have to scrounge for them on 
your own tike always but isn’t that half 
the fun. Keep your eyes peeled for Mr. 
L Officier at World Con (Chicago, labor 
day) and ask him about the third 
volume in this collection- a history of 
mankind according to Doctor Who. □ 


JON PERTWEE IS A RAT, A WATER 


w 
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My real name is Jon de 


I’m a Frenchman; that’s the reason why I’m wearing this little Dadge-here this is the “L'ordre de Huguenot". Ait the Pertwees 
are French. The family name has changed. It was Peithuis, but the illiterate English couldn't pronounce that so they called 
us Pertwiss or Pee Wee or Pestwit or Partwee, I 've even had letters for Mr. Jon Between or Mr Bert Wee When I was 
working on Broadway in a play, I was very proud to have my name in lights. It was an actors dream to be staring in a play 
on Broadway which was a success as well, i used to walk with great pleasure down 44th and took up and see my name 
on the marquis , Jon Perthuis; ah that was great stuff, and I did it for six months. One day I came into the theater. I walked 
down the passage and the stage doorkeeper was sitting there with a big stogie going. He said, "Hey Jaahn!" Naturally I 
didn't pay any attention because I'm not JAAHN, so I'm walking by and- ’Hey, Jaahn!!" (Jon belts this out in a very 
convincing end abrasive curi Brooklyn accent), and I said, "Do you mean me Joe?" To which he replied “ Yeah, JAAHN 
PUTRID, got a note for ya.’ Well, nobody could pronounce it correctly, so they changed 



CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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RAT THAT IS, AND PROUD OF IT!!! 



Perthuis de Layuveaux. 


it to Pertwee. My original antecedent was a man called George de Perthuis de 
Layuveaux; he was a protestant in prominently Catholic France All the rest of the 
family were Catholics and so when the great purge came, he escaped and landed 
up In Suffolk. A large Perthuis clan in England are the result of his athleticism. I 
hope we all lived up to his good powers. 


This is just one excerpt from hours of Pertwee conversations and performance that 
we ail enjoyed at Gallifrey One. The stories Jon told us during that weekend would 
have filled volumes: gossip and family histories, tales of adventure and daring, war 
stories from the high seas of WW2 to the battlegrounds of his long and illustrious 


z 

career in radio, movies. Theater and 
television, and all punctuated by Jon's 
marvelous impersonations. The man 
with a thousand voices switched from 
brogue to Brooklynese and on to other 
dialects with such facility and speed 
that he seemed to be possessed, in 
turns, by a jostling and impatient 
troupe of the characters he had played 
and created over the more than fifty 
years of his career. But in the end he 
won them over, excepting the 
occassional re/apse, fo enforce his 
own calm and debonair accounts of 
his illustrious past. There was the one 
about brother Michael Pertwee, a 
renowned playwright, invited on a 
country visit where the entertainment 
proved less than adequate he spent 
the night haunting the magnificent 
library of the old country home in 
order to escape being bored to death 
by his hosts. There in the dark hours 
of the night he devised the wicked plot 
for "Kind Hearts and Coronets’. Don't 
forget how father Roland, also ’an 
eminent playwright, but the worst actor 
God ever put breath into’, run-in with 
the legendary and slightly cracked 
actor Sir 8eebohm-Tree. There were 
family histories of the Pertwee name 
and the Pertwee nose, both of which 
are distinctively French. Cousin Bill (of 
the TV serial ‘Dad's Army") improved 
on his own nose by diving into an 
empty pool during WW2. (Jon himseif 
carried on the family tradition of show 
business by defecting from naval 
intelligence to work for the very radio 
show he had been sent as a spy to 
observe.) Jon also shared his 
memories of the marvelous Roger 
Delgado and his experiences of the 
inner sanctum of the Water Rats, a 
select secret society of actors prone 
to late night visits by the likes of Laurel 
and Hardy. He recreated a harrowing 
scuba diving trip off the coast of the 
Seychelles and relived all the times he 
had to cajole his sensible wife into 
letting him test drive the latest in fast, 
dangerous transport: motorcycles, 
ultralight airplanes, hydroplanes, skis. 
Not to mention the innumerable stories 
about shooting on the sets of Doctor 
Who and Worzel Gummidge that he 
treated us to. Worzel Gummidge is 
one of Jon's more recent projects-a 
delightful fantasy about a scarecrow 
and his cohorts that we will highlight 
in a later issue. All these accounts 
were spiced with Jon's wit, energy and 
his wonderful impersonations. There 
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isn't enough room to cover all of them 
in this issue of the newsletter. In any 
case they are best seen live, as is the 
man himself. I was able to squeeze an 
appointment out of his busy schedule 
with the help of his assistant. Kim. The 
following interview was conducted on 
a Sunday morning in Jon's rooms at 
the L.A. hotel shortly after scones and 
coffee. Jon; silver-haired, finely 
dressed and very tall, can be an 
imposing person but he was at his 
ease , reclining in an arm chair and 
barefoot. His gracious manner soon 
put me at ease too (even though this 
is one of the first interviews I’d ever 
done). 

Whovian Times: You've led quite an 
adventurous life ; how does the man 
behind the myth of the doctor affect 
your performance? 

Jon Pertwee: I am an actor from 
generations of actors and what I play 
and what i am are two entirely different 
things. I don't take what I am as a 
character and thon develop it and put 
it on television; otherwise I'd be a 
scarecrow who's made out of a turnip 
(like Wurzel Gummidge) or I'd be the 
Doctor at two hundred years old. I 
can't really be either of those things. 
All I can say is that when I took over 
the role of Doctor Who, my producer 
did give me fairly free reign to develop 
some of the traits In my character, not 
in a performance level, but certainly in 
my love of gadgetry. For instance I’m 
a hairbrained idiot and I stilt ride 
motorcycles at my age; I've raced 
speed boats, done water and snow 
skiing, piloting, hang-gliding etc. so 
that kind of thing got put into the 
program. 'Course he'd would have 
been silly not to, but it wasn’t a 
development of my character; ft Just 
happened to be something I liked 
doing. We made my version of the 
Doctor as sort of a science-fiction 
James Bond and it fit. 


Here's another excerpt from one of the 
Q&A sessions at the convention 
concerning Jon's love of adventure 
, and gadgetry — 

JP: When I was last here two years 
ago I went to El Paso. There was a 
feilow there who was teaching hang 
gliding When I spotted him i said, 
"OOOHHHi! I've always wanted to do 
thatl" 


My wife’s answer was. "You what, you 
Jerk!!....at your age. don't be 
ridiculous!" 

So I said, "Well, I'll just go out and 
watch ft“ . I went out and watched; 
here was a two-seater handglider (an 
"ultralight"). Where you sal in a chair 
like the one I’m sitting in, and the 
wings were behind you and the engine 
was too and sitting in there like that ft 
was the chair that flew as far as you 
were concerned. 

My wife said, " That looks quite 
interesting." The fellow who was going 
to teach me, a qualified pilot instructor, 
turned to me with a, “Come on, Jump 
In! " 

t replied " Oh no. I don't think I'm 
going to be allowed to do that I don't 
want to cause problems'-fJoo mugs in 
a conlidential aside) -’iater tonight, you 
know," 

Well, Inge heard that. ' Oh. go on!" 
she was Insisting, ’1 know how much 
you want to do it, as long as you’re 
with him ( the instructor) it’s ali right." 

As soon as we took off he said to me, 
‘ O.K., you ever flown an aeroplane?" 

" Weil, yes, actually I’ve flown a 
helicopter a bit in Korea, during the 
war.’ 

My teacher went on with," Look, how 
about this, it's not like any other type 
of aeroplane!" So. here we were, 
sitting in this aeroplane up about a 
thousand feet and he yeils, " Pull the 
stick back!" 

and me, "how far back? * 

"Right back, all the way!" I pulled it 
back and it went (Jon makes toy plane 
whirring noises and points straight up) 
1 thought * OH my god!!!* then the 
pilot chimes in, “ Let go!" So I let go 
the joy stick, the glider leveled off right 
away.! was amazed, * What an 
extraordinary thing.. .it actually did., .it 
straightened itself out!!* Well the 
instructor wasn't finished, 

" Now Push it forward! * I did— it went 
down ( Jon recreates crash landing 
descent complete with signature 
plane-stall whirring noises, pointing 
down) and when I let it go (now a 
stabilizing whir noise), I thought This 
was absolutely wonderful, so I flew the 
thing for an hour and a half. I decided 
t was really going to show Inge up, so 
we flew right down low, and I went 
(Jon waves stilt driving with the 
imaginary joy stick, a goofy smile 
spread across his face) 

Inten/iewen You've also related stories 


about diving and finding treasure and 
all that during which you and sharks 
seem to keep in touch pretty often. 
JP: I have a certain affinity for sharks, 
yes. I was diving In the Seychelles 
which are some of the most beautiful 
islands on God’s earth I was diving 
there with a Russian diver off of a 
Russian boat, and a German who was 
in charge of this tourist organization, 
and an Irishman who was a writer who 
said that he desperately wanted to 
dive, but that he was always a bit 
scared and could we give him some 
instruction. We said yes. He was very 
nervous so we put him in his tights 
and got him ready, f went second 
down the anchor chain. Just about 
where you’re sitting, there was a big 
cave and there was a chap in there 
going ( Jon makes a face; a gasping 
fishmouth breathing with stupid bulgy 
fisheyes, very realistic). He was one of 
the biggest sharks I'd ever seen in my 
life, right there looking at me. When 
my mates came down the anchor 
chain I went ( Jon hand signals now; 
a talking duck sign) which Is a sign 
used by divers-i'm sure you'll know it- 
which means "Shark— there!" The 
others responded "Roight! “(nodding 
his head). So when the Irishman came 
down, -we ail went ( pantomiming most 
of the exchange, Jon makes the hand 
signals again. And then the universal 
sign; rhumb and index finger making a 
circle with the other fingers up-'OKi"). 
-Well, at that he went ( there’s a 
panicky rapeating of the motions), 

■we went (repeating shark warning 
hand motions again). 

-then he went ( Jon’s eyes roil up, his 
mouth goes slack, and his head flops 
back. He recovers with a devilish grin 
to tell us)- He fainted under the water! 
We grabbed him. but he’d tost his 
mouthpiece, so we had to grab that 
and shove it back in his face Realty it 
was rather desperate. We took him as 
far away as that door (fhaf is, the one 
in the room where were doing the 
interview). We said "Stay!" (now more 
hand signals in the imperative). We 
went back and the last person to come 
around was the German leader of the 
dive. We made the signals about the 
shark to let him know and he repeated 
them to verify where It was. He went 
round to the back of the cave because 
there are always sharks who will go 
into a cave one way and can’t get out 
of ft again. He took his spear gun, and 
he rammed this shark up the a... The 


BEWARE OF SHARK! 


X 



CATALOG PAGE l 


Center- Police Box Model Kit, 

Clockwise from right- Whobase Seven see 
catalog page 4 for details, K-9 Stuffed Toy, I 
University of Gallifrey Mug, Square CD (limited 
supply). Jelly babies and Police Box Flashlight 
Key Fob. Make your Orders-Catalog PG. 4 
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THE DOCTOR’S INTERGALACTIC 



Many of these en- 
amel pins are cur- 
rently out of stock 
but should be 
available toward 
the end of the year. 


Make sure you’re dressed to impress for those summer invasions of out of town relatives or tourists. 
Right to left. Lemon-lime New Logo Tee, Black Diamond Tee, Bubble-gum New Logo Tee with Red 
Diamond Logo Cap, University of Gallifrey Tee, and that psychedelic wonder the Tye-Dle Timelord 
Tee. 



At right: 

Our cosmic tourist 
can't wart to get to the 
beach and use his 
Tardis Towel and Who 
Book/Beach Bag. But 
he had to get there first 
and (at left) he found 
our deluxe Travelln’ 
with the Doctor" 
Hanging Bag, Diamond 
Logo Sport Bag and 
spectacular Diamond 
Logo Attache (see 
details in figure below) 
indispensable (Univ of 
Gallifrey tee not incl.) 
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IMPORTS & TOURIST WORKSHOP 


Ensconced in the cozy corner of some cosmic 
cafe you break out your reading material from- 
at right-your Attache or Sport Bag: the sport bag 
has three zippered pockets at either end and an 
ample central zippered compartment with velcro 
flaps and zipper pull, reinforced with rubber 
tubing and rubber shoulder grip. 

Below- Book bags. Red McCoy Logo and White 
Diamond Logo bags. Blue McCoy Logo Bag With 
Zlpper-Also Jelly Babies. 




The invasion continues - front center Tye-Die detail with Blue Logo Cap, 

left to right- Whovian Chancellor in 7 Doctors Tee , spaced-out Bowlheads sporting Black Diamond Tee with deadly Neon 
Fannypacks and Wallets( see detail photo beiow center), Tardis Express cowboy and dog with frisbee (or is it?!!??) 



Black Tee with 
Green Puff Neon Logo 
also comes with 
Pink Puff Neon Logo 
T-Express cowboy not 
included. 

Rto l- Travel in' With the Doctor" Red Reinforced Plastic Travel Cup, K-9 Mug, 
K-9 Glass, Diamond Logo Mug and Blue Travel by Tardis' Travel Cup. And don't forget our world famous Disappearing 
Police Box Mug and Glass Oops! They've disappeared from the display! 
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DR. WHO FAN CLUB OF AMERICA MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Name 

Address 


Th# Ultimata 

Entartafomen) ftbtarence Guide of ttw 90 1 

WhoBase Seven Is a computer 
database management system 
designed to run on IBM® (and 
compatible) personal computers 
(with 448K minimum RAM) 
using an MS-DOS® (version 2.0 
or higher) disk operating 
system. 

WhoBase Seven may be used to 
catalog all of your entertainment 
referencing needs including: 
video, novelization. LP/cassette/ 
CD audio, software and 
countless other 
collections. 

Expandable datafiles may be 
maintained for all of your collec- 
tions. including: Doctor Who, 
Star Trek, baseball cards, record 
or video collections and more. 
Information fqr each of the 159 
Doctor Who serials produced to 
date (through the end of the 
26th season) are included as 
part of the WhoBase Seven 
introductory package which may 
be expanded to include new 
information as it becomes avail- 
able as well as customized to 
suit each user’s individual 
needs. 


Whobase Seven is available for 
$99.95. For more information 
send us an S.A.S.E. 

I want Whobase Seven enclosed 

please find $ for 

copies. 


NEW DOCTOR WHO 
FICTION , STARTING 
WITH "TIMEWYRM: 
GENESIS" WILL BE 
AVAILABLE IN 
OCTOBER. 


City State__ Zip . 

I WANT TO BE A WHOVIANt 

Enclosed please find $750 for one year □ new membership renewal. 

Make all checks and money orders payable to the Whovian Times. 

□VISA or □MASTERCARD Copies of this form are welcome. 

Name as it appears on card ! 


Card Number__ , Exp. Date. 
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3.50 

1-50 



Till 



Red "Trawlin' with the Doctor" ' Travel Cup 
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shark went "kafoomM" and shot out ot 
that cave and who did he make for but 
the Irishman ( Jon does the tainting 
face again) who fainted again but this 
time not for very long. Back on the 
boat he said, (in a hysterical Irish 
accent). 'Oy never-never In me loyf- 
I'm never goin Into the water-never 
want to drink the bloody stuff again!!'*. 
Diving was my main sport: a lot of the 
things I’m wearing today are from my 
dives: this ring Is 650 BC. and this is a 
Spanish piece of eight, both of which 
I've found in various dives. 

Sack ro our interview 
WT: I was going to mention that, 
there's this sense of adventure in your 
work. But you say it’s not necessarily 
reflected from your own life which has 
also been rather adventurous. 

JP: Well Pat Troughton. he played it 
like a clown, what you call a cosmic 
hobo, and Bill Hartnell played It as the 
eccentric professor, so I had to break 
away from those and do It somewhat 
differently. When I first got the job , I 
asked Sean Sutton, who was then the 
head of programming, * Now how do 
you want me to play this?" He said, “as 
Jon Pertwee." and I said, * Weil. WHO 
the hell's that?" Because in fact I had 
never ever played myself, not in years. 
I'd always played characters of a 
different sort I can speak in most 
(British) dialects and in my twenties I 
was starring in movies playing eight- 
year -olds. 

WT: How did you start in acting? 

JP: Because my family had been In it 
for generations, as a child I was doing 
plays in the niche of my sitting room 
working with people like Dame Eva 


Moore, my aunt, Desima Moore who 
was one of the first Savoyards ( one of 
three little girls in the Gilbert and 
Sullivan piece of that name), my 
grandmother, an opera singer, my 
father who was an actor /writer, and 
Lawrence OJivier, my cousin. We were 
doing Christmas shows together as a 
family in our sitting room. Just 
recently, sixty years after those 
Christmas shows, my daughter went to 
a nursery school which was actually 
our old home. There she was. 
performing her first performance in the 
same niche that I did when I was a kid 
WT: That's Super! 

This week you're doing some 
auctioning of some items from your 
DR Who costume. 

*1 BC 



JP: No, I don't auction. What I do is I 
bring things like that Jacket over there 
(he points to the plush red velvet 
smoking jacket that was one of the 
standard elements of Pertwee's Dr 
Who costume). I bring things that I 
wore in doctor Who. I Just brought two 
things this time: a bow tie and that and 
put them up to the highest bidder 
because i know that there are certain 
fans who have a bit of money and love 
to possess those things. I devote the 
money to charity. 

WT: One of those charities is 
organized by a group called the Water 
Rats. 

JP: Actually there are various charities 
I’m interested in, so Lean cover all my 
separate interests Muscular 
Dystrophy, Mtitiple Sclerosis, the 
Stars Organization for Spastics. and 
the Grand Order of Water Rats. 


WT: the Grand Order of Water Rats has 
a fund for support of Vaudeville 
performers...? 

JP: Amongst many other things it does 
look after its own. It's an organization 
basically made up of members of the 
vaudeville profession: its the light 
entertainment side of the business. 
Circus performers, that breed of actor, 
what we call show folk. Like your show 
grounds, they all sort of belong to the 
Variety Artists Federation, and it was 
those people that were mainly (Water) 
Rats. Danny Kaye was one. Laurel and 
Hardy. Charlie Chaplin were all earty 
Water Rats. It's been going two 
hundred years, and It's very much of 
an honored order. You can t join it- 
unless you're invited to do so. 

WT: Do you owe a lot to the vaudeville 
technique? 

JP: Oh nothing! Oh my God, I was In 
the theatre years before I stepped onto 
a vaudeville stage. Before the war, 
when 1 was a kid at school. I built my 
own open-air theater 
WT: So you were of a much more 
classic background in theatre 0 
JP: Yes. a classic background. I went 
to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. 
Then into the last remaining fit-up 
company In England, which is a 
company that goes on and fits its own 
stage, proscenium arch, curtains and 
costumes We d do a hundred and fifty 
items (sketches and piays?). People in 
the audience had to choose ten of 
those items from the program. We'd 
stay each night with a patrol of eight to 
rehearse on account of we never knew 
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Who we were going on with the next day. We just toured and fitted our j 
theatre up in either a tiny village hall or a local town hall which would seat 
a thousand people. It was very good training for me. Then I went into 
repertory companies the like of which is when you do a show a week for | 
a company set in a town, like Birmingham Repertory or Brighton Repertory 
Company or Blackpool. Liverpool, particularly, is the best ever, still is. I did 
all that before I went to the West End as a straight actor, and it was only 
the latter part of the war when I was with Naval Intelligence Division of 
Security and Recording Broadcasts that I got myself involved with this 
fellow who I spoke of in my talk yesterday. Where I got my job by shouting 
something out from the audience. That put me into the comedy side of 
radio which was then all-important; It was the radio stars that went top of | 
the bill in variety theaters. That's where all the interest of the public was. 
then-towards team radio There was no television in the fifties. Then, of 
course, gradually the music halls all fizzled out because H was the wartime 
that kept them going; afterward people didn't spend any money on them. 

It ail went to wrack and ruin. When television took over, you had to quickly 
get from vaudeville and music hall into television. A lot of (performers) fell 
by the wayside because they hadn't the techniques, but I’d been an actor 
before. I knew how to calm down in front of the camera because I'd made 
many, many movies. I've made over one hundred and fifty movies. 

WT: You mentioned your experience in naval Intelligence , you have a lot 
of military background during the war .? 

JP: That was in the navy, nautical 

WT: How did that affect your performance as Dr Who...? 

JP: Not at all You asked me that question once before; there’s no 
connection between life and one’s profession as an actor, it's nonsense. 
What it did help was l‘d been in the navy for six years in the lower deck. 

I was in submarines. I was In battle cruisers as an ordinary sailor, as a 
wireless operator who's a sailor. Then I was commissioned, and I saw all 
different sides of the navy. When I did my navy show, called the Navy Lark 
(which ran for twenty years), the longest running radio show in the history 
of broadcasting anywhere In the world including the United States. And 
that, of course, was immensely useful to me because I was able to draw 
on my background knowledge of the navy, and was able to tell my 
scriptwriters no you can't do that but you can do that-that was useful. But 
you must get away from this idea people have that we are helped by our 
backgrounds or our past professions as actors. Experience of life is the 
only way we get help. 

WT: I think what I meant to get across was that your particular persona as 
the Doctor was a bit more commanding and leader-oriented than that of 
the other Doctors. 

JP: Well anyway I'm a bossy bugger-we all are. My son is the same and 
my father is the same; we're all a bit dogmatic and very positive about 
ourselves. There's a lot of setf-assurance which, of course. Is essential In 
this business. 
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Now lets go to an excerpt about Jon's 
navy exploits and about the "Navy 
Lark*, in which Jon played Chiet Petty 
Officer Pertwee. 

JP: I was in the navy during the war 
and I had it rather tough in the early 
war because they put me into 
submarines! was six foot two. I was 
always bashing my head on the 
bulkhead; f was a wireless operator, 
and I'd have to sit with my feet up like 
this (Under his chin) and tap the 
... lever (because his cubicle 
was so cramped). It was terrible, 
so every time they'd call,, me 
they'd say "Sparks!!' and I’d go 
UP/DOWN ( Jon demonstrates 
the Jack-in the box motion of 
hitting his head on the 
bulkhead). So t went around 
with a permanent piece of 
elastoplast on my forehead. The 
captain said to me, *1 say! Look 
here Sparks, that wound of 
yours is taking a long time to 
heal." And I’d say, "I haven’t got 
a wound sir 1 ’ 

And he'd say, "What's the 
piaster for?", ’ So I bloody well 
won’t get one. sir." “Oh well, that 
makes sense." After that they 
took me down and put me in the 
battle cruiser called the Hood 
and that got sunk by the 
Bismarck. I was one of sixteen 
people who were taken off 
before she exploded and there 
were three survivors from four 
thousand seven hundred and 
sixty eight men which was bad 
luck, t came home on survivors 
leave and all my mail had been 
returned to my parents with * 

The addressee of this envelope 
is missing and presumed killed." 

I then went Into naval 
broadcasting and was 
responsible for shows being 
recorded for the navy all over 
the world. One of my jobs was 
to go down to a recording 
studio where there was a 
gentleman called Leftenant Eric Barker 
who was in the R.N.B R. He was 
running a show and he was being very 
rude about * My Lords of the 
Admiralty". They sent me down there 
to check up on him on what he was 
about. I went down and I sat at the 
back of the audience- He said I want 
somebody to shout out something 
from the audience, and I said. * I'll do 
it!-. He said, • Who's that?" 


* My name's Pertwee" 

* That's a familiar name; you a relation 
of Roland?" 

“Yes, he’s my dad.' 

“Oh that's good and what are you 
doing here?" 

“Well I'm a spy * 

"what sort of spy!?" 
and I told, " Weit, you've been very 
rude at the expense my Lords of the 
Admiralty and other members of the 
cabinet andl'm hereto stopyoudotng tt" 


He returned. " Oh well come on. I'll tell 
you what I want you to do." 

So they staged a scene where (hey 
were arguing; he and his wife, and I 
had to leap up into the auditorium and 
yell, * Why don't you leave 'im alone 
yer always picking on the poor 
pellsher !!!???" in a raucous cockney 
voice you see. All the audience 
laughed and I thought, oh it's my first 
big laugh ever and on radio. And then 



his wife turned to Eric and said, " 
Good 'eavens, who on earth was 
that?" 

Eric then said, ’ That, oh that was the 
Minister of Education!" That was 
precisely the kind of joke I was sent 
down to stop him doing. The Minister 
of Education unfortunately at that time 
during the war ( Jon mimicks the 
minister's voice) " 'ey you, 'ad a pretty 
noice voice . but wuz sloitly 
unedeecayted, and lowallked loik that, 
'e cayme from the east end 'o 
London". We were told to stop 
that kind of joke; anyway I said, 
to myself. !'d be a very bad sort 
of spy and I didn't report him 
and I said, " Excellent show, no 
problems at ail. no., .no. dean as 
a whistle, nothing derogatory 
about anybody." 

And I was there the next week 
doing another job , a character 
called Svenson who was a 
Norwegian Then I went from 
one character to another. I was 
with him for five years and we 
became the top radio show in 
England.l then went on from 
strength to strength in radio. 

0 On your show the Navy Lark 
there was a master spy called 
'The Master*. This was years 
and years before Doctor Who. 
JP: Oh yes, years before, and 
we called him the Master, (in a 
voice that's a cross between an 
deadpan English Peter Lorry 
and Emperor Ming of Mongo, 
Jon goes on) " He had a voice 
like that, and he was very— 
cahm here my dear fellow, I 
want to have words with you." 
This was all based on a 
character who’s a very well 
known English actor called Sir 
Beerbohm-Tree who had a very 
remarkable sense of humor One 
day he went up to a man who 
was walking along carrying a 
large grandfather clock on his 
o bbc shoulder. Beerbohm-Tree went 
up to him and said (in the same 
voice as above) * My dear fellow, 
wouldn't it be far easier to carry a 
pocket watch.* He was an amazing 
man, he once said to my father, * Oh 
Rowland, I want you to get on your 
knees and say,-Vm a silty little Jesus'.* 
Well my father said (in a very debonair 
taken aback tone) Tm damned if I 
will; l don't care who you are sir!" (in 
Sir Beerbonm-Tree's voice) "Damn!* 
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and he swept out and my mother was 
in the company with them and said to 
my father, * That was very foolish, 
you're going to get fired!’ *1 don't care* 
he said. Tm not going to demean 
myself by getting on my knees and 
saying I'm a silly little Jesus! It's 
outrageous!!' He went home in high 
dudgeon. A Brougham arrived in the 
middle of the night and a knock came 
on the door. My father went to the 
door and a little man came to the door 
saying (in a small nervous, apologetic 
voice a //We reminiscent of the 
repentant pleading of a "time bandit") 
'Excuse me Mr. Pertwee, Sir 
Beerbohm-Tree sends his best wishes 
sir and wants to know whether you'd 
come to his house straight away?” 

My father said. *0b no! I'm not coming 
to his...’, my mother said. "You are! 
GO! He obviously wants to apologize.* 
So my father went to his house and he 
knocked at the door. It was opened by 
Sir Beerbohm-Tree (that great nasal 
accent again) *Ah. my dear Pertwee. 
there you are my dear fellow, come 
along! ‘ He took him along, opened a 
door, pushed him in. closed the door, 
locked it-ft was the lavatory. My father 
spent the entire night in the loo curied 
up on the floor trying to get some 
sleep. He couldn't get out. He beat on 
the door. It was utterly useless. The 
next morning Beerbohm-Tree came 
down after his breakfast opened the 
door and sajd,.*My dear Pertwee, what 
on earth are you doing in my 
lavatory?* He never explained it. 
(Pertwee breaks into laughter) One of 
our great character actors though- 
marveious, marvelous character. 

0: Crazy? 

JP: OH yeah, right round the twistl 
WT: For your own entertainment, when 
you go out and read a book or watch 
a film what do you prefer or watch? 
JP: For some strange reason, because 
I’m terribly antiwar, but 1 do enjoy war 
films and good ones. A recent Viet 
Nam picture I haven't seen is "Born on 
the Fourth of July", that's the sort of 
picture I would like. Viet Nam. 
■Platoon*, that genre of movies, 1 like 
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very much indeed because they are 
astonishingly realistic and i’ve been 
through all that myself, not in the army 
but In the navy. So one knows 
relationships between men in tough 
situations and how we're not all brave 
and how we often are a sort of 
powerless frame with fear. Films now 
and particularly in America are very 
good at showing themselves up and 
saying this is what we're really like. 
Which I have a very great admiration 
for. 

WT: Cinema verite approach to war... 
JP: Yes. I don't like jolly films that 
much. I mean. I hate liims like Three 
Men and a Baby*. Although it was 
tremendously successful. I find it very 
unrewarding to watch. Every week my 
wife and l will watch something like 
Perry Mason. I watch that because I 
find it immensely watchable. Law and 
anything to do with law and courtroom 
scenes I enjoy and always have done. 
As in all those Paul Newman wonderful 
films, "Verdict* for one. And as far as 
comedy is concerned .You (the 
Americans) make the best. Bill Cosby 
is the funniest man on television, wildly 
funny and very human, and I adore 
Taxi" and, of course. "Soap*, and now. 
'Cheers* is the best thing on television 
we've seen in England. 

WT: American or English, do you have 
any current projects that are 
happening? 

JP: I’ve got a project, yes. I'm 
sincerely hoping, you already have my 
cartoon series. ’Super Ted", that's 
showing over here ( revoiced 
unfortunately, so it's without Jon's 






wonderful performance as 'Spotty 
Man’. Write your congressman, this is 
criminal behavior on the part of 
American Cartoon distributors, in my 
opinion-AP) I’m going to make a big 
| feature movie of that cartoon 
character. I've about got that out of 
the water. I'm going to see them here 
today.l'm also doing another animated 
series called "Honeywood's island*; I'm 
playing an old English sea captain, but 
all the rest of the cast are American. 
That’lf be good and I'll be on the 
American residual payments which are 
very much better than I'm used to. And 
I believe "Worzel Gummige’ Is now 
going to be animated; perhaps, at my 
age. it's Just as well because it's very 
much easier to go along to a studio 
and just lay in the voice and not have 
to bother with the getting up at six 
o'clock in the mornings to go down 
and get into all the makeup and the 
gear 

WT: How do you think the character 
of the doctor developed as you 
played him over the years ? 

JP: Oh God . I don't have any idea at 
all, no idea at all. There was a lovely 
man called Eddie Gray, who did a 
thing called the Crazy Gang . wildly 
popular particularly with our royal 
family, and he once gave me a 
marvelous piece of advice. I was 
looking very worried, and I was playing 
in a show called ‘A Funny Thing 
Happened On The Way To The Forum* 
which I originated in London . And I 
was going off that night, on my way to 
do cabaret, Eddie Gray said (Jon 
repeats the following in a friendly 

& English vaudeville accent) "What’s 

o wrong with you my son, Why are you 
looking so depressed?’ 

I said. * Because I'm very worried- I'm 
‘working in the Cafe de Paris. I'm 
following Marlena Deitrich. She was on 
last week, and Noel Coward was on 
the week before. It s really something 
to follow, and I’m worried * 

Eddie said, "Don't worry, my son, take 
a little bit of advice from an old hand 
at this game say the lines, take the 
money and go and buy something 
nice.* That was the best bit of advice 
I'd ever, ever received and it was the 
right attitude You do) You say the 
lines, which you hope and you think 
are funny/; otherwise, you wouldn't be 
saying ihem. You take the money, put 
it In your pocket; and buy yourself 
something. So that was really the best 
attitude to adopt, a 
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A Conversation 
with 

John Levine 



Imagine: Sitting at the table facing you 
is this tali, tan, very earnest and 
incredibly handsome guy. It's Sergeant 
Benton from Doctor Who. Actually it's 
John Anthony Blake alias John Levine, 
and he’s going to tell you the story of 
his life. So draw up a chair, order your 
drink and here we go. 


WT: Do you think there's a sense of 
adventure in your life-acting, 
producing, traveling that parallels your 
work in Doctor Who ( which, one 
could say, is the ultimate travel 
adventure)? How does it relate to the 


bigger picture of your own life? 

JL. Well, the spirit of adventure that 
was in the shows seems to have 
emanated itself into my personal life of 
late l‘ve always loved adventure, 
although I always saw myself as a 
slight coward. I'll stand up for issues, 
like dealing with the problems of the 
poor and other groups that are without 
defenses. But the fear of torture or war 
and the knowledge of those who are 
punished for their views by being 
burned, tortured or electrocuted in 
places like South Africa disturbs me 
deeply. So I've often felt like a coward 
in the face of those possibilities. Since 
I was born in 1941, I've missed all the 
wars. I've never had to face that kind 
of adversity. But I feel compelled to 
support meaningful things to fight my 
own sort of wars, like helping to feed 
the children In Mexico. You're right 
about the adventure; it relates all 
through your life if you have a sense of 
it. You have to have a sense of 
adventure. 

Life comes In leaps and bounds to 
those who go out and seek it. To start 
with I seem to have been an ignored 
child for whatever reason. Maybe I was 
an awful child, I don't know. 1 was 
born in Salisbury, Wiltshire, to a 
northern father and a southern 
mother.l was bom two minutes to 
midnight on Christmas eve of 1941, 
and 1 was born dead. I came into the 
world breech, jaundiced, with afterbirth 
in my mouth, and I was dead for a 
minute and a half. They revived me 
with teeny thimblefuls of whiskey and 
brandy .alternatively, and I spluttered 
into life and haven’t stopped talking 
since. 

WT: Modern medicine? 

JL: Well my heart had obviously 
stopped because I couldn’t breath, but 
I didn't have any brain damage. Well, 
some people would say I've got brain 
damage, (but that's not a medical 
opinion}. My mother's name was Vera 
Margaret Blake and she was a 
member of the Church of England: my 
father's name was Austin Eddie Woods 
and he was Catholic. After my birth my 
mother went to the law to slop me 
from being Catholic and to make sure 
I'd be Church of England which was 
quite an interesting development. 
Following that, I grew up going 
through all the usual things you do 
when you have no money: I know 
what hunger is but not starvation, I 
know what it's like to wear the same 


clothes for three years in a row, and to 
not have shoes, so you go around with 
your feet all cut up. But I also know 
that all of that is the greatest 
grounding for life on earth you can 
get. 

Over the last ten years (I left Doctor 
Who in 1974 and made my last movie 
in 1975) much has happened to me. I 
decided to give up acting because I 
didn't think I was very good at it. But, 
in looking back at those old episodes, 

I can see that we did some really 
decent work; it really was quite good. 
Playing opposite Doctors Jon, Tom 
and Patrick with the likes of Brigadeer 
Lethbridge Stewart and Captain Mike 
Yates, Katie Manning and Roger 
Delgado (as the master), I loved it.and 
I did it for five years. It’s one of the 
nicest parts of my life because it has 
given me a little bit of history, and has 
given the fans a lot of pleasure. Now I 
feet confident enough to know that 
what I’ve got on celluloid or video is 
worthwhile. So with that rekindled 
confidence, I became a producer. 

I had this enormous desire to create 
things that could make an audience go 
absolutely mad. The idea of seeing 
four hundred people go-- aahh!- in 
reaction to something I created was 
irresistible. I did laser shows and other 
spectacles' designed the sets and 
lighting and all that sort of thing. I 
formed my own company. Genesis 
Communications, right before my wife 
left in 1980. With that, unfortunately, the 
company went down almost 
Immediately. Genesis never had the 
chance to make any money for me. 
but I received a lot of creative kudos 
out of it, mainly because I worked so 
damn hard and picked the best 
technicians in London to work with 
me. Well, following the marriage break- 
up and the business collapse, I 
became a little desparate- rather 
insular, and lonely and slightly 
reclusive. The isolation realty began to 
get to me. Then one day. the widow 
of a very old friend of mine called. 
(This will interest the readers) She had 
been married to the man who made 
my career twenty-four years ago, 
Douglas Camfield ( director from the 
Hartnell era through the Tom Baker 
era, and during the Peitwee turn as 
Doctor, co-director with Barry Letts of 
"Inferno") He saw me first playing one 
of the Primoids, and he liked the 
energy I put into my walk-ons ( that is- 
my work as what you call an extra) so 
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much so he invented the character of 
Sergeant Benton for me as a regular 
Doctor Who role. Anyway. I had just 
decided that I needed to get away 
when his widow phoned me up one 
day and said. "John, I’ve Just seen an 
advert, for a Bingo caller on the 
Caribbean!*. I'd been calling Bingo In 
London In a very poor area, a Black 
and Irish area. Weil. I applied for the 
job and got it. I ended up touring half 
the world on the cruise liners, it really 
opened my eyes; l saw the poor, the 
dying, the rich, disgusting things and 
wonderful things and amazing things, 
the stupidity and waste and beauty, 
and it all changed my life. I didn't 
become a Christian or a Krishna or 
anything but what I did do was 
become a very, wide eyed, young 
child again. I allowed into my mind 
and my view, that is my point of view, 
ail those images that passed my way. 

1 wrote most of my experiences down 
in a journal which I hope to publish 
one day. 

WT: Do you have any idea when you 
might be publishing your journal ? 

JL: No and I mustn't mislead you; 
things aren't planned . When I went 
through the Magellan Straights, I wrote 
this essay on a daily basis because 
some of the things I'd seen made a 
deep impression on me, I'd seen the 
Incas In Peru and the Amazon basin, 
and I saw a woman lose her husband. I 
wrote political and spiritual thoughts 
and my reactions to all sorts of 
situations that sprouted up everyday. I 
went through some powerful stuff. On 
the stiip at the time was one of 
America's most famous authors. 
James A. Michener, who was writing a 
new book about Captain Magellan, 
and he was impressed with what I'd 
written. So I've got the bit In my mouth 
to do the writing, but I want to find a 
focus to tie it all together. It might take 
some tlm-it could end up either as a 
book or a television script. 

In any case I met a lady called Jenny 
eleven months ago; she just came Into 
my life by pure, wondrous accident 
really. We live together in Burbank. 
California near Hollywood. I’m starting 
over again at 48-111 be forty nine on 
Christmas Eve. 

So that's it really, now. I've come to 
live in America, and I get to go to a lot 
of these conventions which I love 
because of the people I meet here. 
WT: How do you tike life in America? 
JL: We're living half a mile from the 


NBC studios and all the Walt Disney 
studios; it’s very nice. I live in a rented 
apartment, no big deal. I don't live like 
a Hollywood bigshot. I have only 900 
dollars in ’he bank; I go day by day, 
week by week. My life at the moment 
is looking at the 560 dollars rent every 
month. If I can eat and have one new 
shirt every year that's ail I bother with 
because I love old-fashioned clothes. 
If I can get by I’m happy. Beverly Hills 
and Rodeo Drive don’t interest me at 
all. If I was going to buy a pair of 
shoes, there’s no way I d give a 
Hollywood shoemaker $480 for 
something I could get for $39 at K- 
Mart. So I’m pretty realistic in that 
sense. 

WT: Any predictions to make about 
your future ? 

JL: In 1985, I won a Gold Award for 
most creative audio-visuai production. 

I would conceive, produce, direct, 
guide the photography, plan and 
reconstruct the music for corporate 
audio visual presentations. The award 
made me thirst for more. It s not the 
popularity Cm after, but t adore 
creativity for creativity’s sake. I would 
give up all of my life, really, to just do 
something that ) wanted to do. Right 
now a lot of my energy is going Into 
the effort to feed children in Mexico. 
I’ve decided Cm giving my life and 
business dealings in Hollywood two 
birthdays. Jenny and I, we have a 
silent contract-every Christmas Eve; 
we say “Do you love me?"-"Do you 
love me?'-‘lf not, go now with no 
anger." So it’s one year at a time with 
us. Here in the states. I’ve been M.C. 
for many events like the charity for 
battered women in California, which I 
was very proud to cohost with Robert 
Wagner-a gentleman of the highest 
order. We raised quite a lot of money, 
it wasn’t televised, so you won't get a 
chance to see it. I was also one of the 
stars in "A Night with Nearly 100 
Stars"(not to be confused with the 
"Night of 100 Stars") with people like 
Pat Boone, Dirk Benedict from the A- 
team, John Wayne's son, Patrick 
Wayne, Chris Evert, Yvonne 
Godagong and loads of others. I 
would have loved to be the MC of the 
"Night of 100 Stars". I did the pledge 
drive for KCET. I'm just waiting for any 
opportunity to come along which I will 
grab with intelligent, sensible hands, 
providing I don’t have to sell any of my 
soul. Ideally. I would like to continue 
my work as an MC or host a talk 


show. I would like to get one show in 
Hollywood before I leave, to make a 
quick hit either in production or 
performance (as MC or host} Money's 
not my goaf but money is the means 
to an end to give me the ability to do 
things that I think are important. But 
whether everything goes well or all 
fails after these two years Cm still 
going to mexico. 

I know that I give much away in the 
creative area of helping the children. 
It's not because I want to change the 
world or be a Bob Geldoff, but 
because it's worthwhile. You see, I've 
got everything I need-my legs, my 
arms, my health; I eat when I want to 
and I've time to go for a run every 
morning. I'm a lucky man. Most of us 
are though we may not know it. And 
I've got the ability to do something for 
someone who would like to have all 
that. And finding that creative thing to 
do for its own sake I think it will 
happen when I get to Mexico The 
simple life has always made me 
happier. 



Save John Levine- 

John levine has been a resident of 
Burbank California for more than a 
year and a visiting alien for three years 
yet he is still not allowed to act in the 
U.S.. People concerned about this 
matter have sent in statements 
describing John's situation and their 
desire that he be granted permission 
to work here as an actor to 
Congressman Moorehead. 
at this address : 

Mrs Pat Walmisley 

c/o Congressman Carlos J. 
Moorehead office 
301 Colorado Blvd. 

Room 681 

Pasadena, Ca 91101 


Its a good idea to keep it brief and 
polite. 

Also don't miss 
The John Levine Fan Club 
P.O. Box 188993 
Sacramento, Ca. 95818 □ 
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Set your minds at ease all you 
Tom Baker devotees! Mr. Baker 
is doing very well, thank-you, and 
is more active in TV and fandom 
than he has been In a long time. 
In our last printing of this column 
we featured passages from 
letters exchanged by Ron Katz 
and Laurie Yadon concerning 
Tom Baker's convention 
appearances and his accessibility 
to fans as well as a letter from 
Tom expressing his very positive 
feelings toward his fans and his 
desire to be more involved with 
fandom in the future. The 
Statements primed were carefully 
selected to best portray the 
letters' contents in the limited 
amount of space availabie-but 
both Laurie's and Tom’s letters 
mentioned illness as a factor that 
can affect an actor's availability 
or performance at a convention. 
Many of our readers took this to 
mean that Tom must be suffering 
from poor health. NOT AT ALL!!! 
Both statements were incidental 
and just by pure coincidence did 
they turn up in both letters. 
Anyone following Tom’s activities 
this year knows that he has 
approached both acting and 
iandom with renewed energy. He 
has been making appearances at 
conventions stateside and his 
wonderful work as Puddleglum in 
The Silver Chair has already 
aired on most PBS stations. You 
can wish him well yourself this 
Thanksgiving weekend at Visions 
'91, in Chicago. 







VideoPhile 

Well, we re running out of room 
but not before I pass on the 
video info I promised, so lets get 
to the point. After more than a 
year of publicity the cable 
venture Sci-Fi Channel Is not yet 
on the air and a feisty new rival 
has arrived on the scene, moving 
In on the market with the same 
idea SPAN also wants to 
broadcast a twenty-four hour 
science fiction line-up on cable. 

Based in Las Vegas where 
overheads are low for 
broadcasters, this company 
holds the rights to some 
interesting old S.F. series but 
they don't yel have an agreement 
to show DR Who Both of these 
projects are still in their infancy. 
We will bring you more news 
about them as it develops. 

As most of you probably know 
CBS/Fox Video is the American 
distributor of BBC Dr. Who 
Videos They are part of the 
Playhouse video line that 
indudes some other fine British 
titles. The Dr. Who titles retail for 
$19 98: order them through your 
local video store. Avaiable titles 
Arc in Space, Seeds of Death, 
Spearhead Prom Space, Terror 
of the Zygons, Time Warriors, 
The Five Doctors. The Day of 
The Daleks. The Deadly Assassin, 
Revenge of the Cybermen. 
Pyramids of Mars. The Brain of 
Morblus, The Robots of Deaih, 
and The Talons of Weng Chiang. 
The last being one of my 
personal favorites and a welcome 
addition for some fans in LA. 
where this particular episode of 
Dr Who was banned from 
broadcast on the local PBS 
station, due to the portrayal of an 
unsympathetic Orienial 
stereotype. Like most fans, 
children and adults alike. I see 
the character of Weng Chiang on 
a par with Snidely Whiplash or 
the Joker; not a person I would 
ever expect to encounter in real 
life much less one to Judge my 
neighbors by. This is. however, a 
hotly contested issue. 
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CONVENTION HOT LINE 


JULY 1991 

PERPETUAL TEA PARTY 
STAR TREK, DR WHO, 
BRITISH TV... 
LIOANN'MHRAEL PRESS 
PO BOX 4334 
ANN ARBOR, Ml 48106 
(313)665-9618 


AUGUST 9-11 
POLARISCON ll-THE 
SEQUEL 

WITH PETER DAVISON 
THUNDERBIRD HOTEL 
AND 

CONVENTION CENTER. 
BLOOMINGTON, MN. 

PO BOX 6908, 

LAKE ST. STATION 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 


AUGUST 29-SEP. 2 
CHICON V-(49TH WORLD 
CON-GENERAL SF) 

BOX A3 120, CHICAGO, IL 
60690 

AUGUST 9-15 

PARCON-MART1N 

SCHUSTER 

JUHOSLOVANASKA 5/32 
04001 KOSICE, 
CHEKLOSLOVAKIA 



COLIN BAKER FANS: Join his official U.S. fan club and receive 
a "CB HOTLINE” whenever news becomes available concerning 
stage, TV or convention appearances! For four issues (approx, 
a year's worth of news) send $10 to THE BAKER CONNECTION, 
P.O, Box 8363, Stanford, CA 94309. 


AND NOVEMBER 29-OEC. 

1 

VISIONS '91 
ALL YOUR FAVORITE 
BRITISH TV 
PERSONALITIES PLUS 
TOM BAKER!!! 

VISIONS ’91 

P.O.BOX 1202 

HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035 


WHO FLASH-USERS OF USNET HAVE RECEIVED ELECTRONIC MAIL FROM THEIR BRITISH BUDDIES STATING THAT DUE TO THE 
JUNE 31 ST LAPSE OF GREEN LIGHT PRODUCTION S OPTION TO MOVIE RIGHTS FOR DOCTOR WHO THE BBC RELEASED A 
STATEMENT ON JULY 13TH THAT THE PRODUCTION IF THE SERIES WILL REMAIN IN HOUSE AT BBC APPARENTLY SPACE HAS 
8EEN RESERVED AT SHEPERTON STUDIOS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF AN UNSPECIFIED '25 MINUTE SCIENCE FICTION SERIAL" 
IN 1992. HERE WE GO AGAIN?!! 


IN -VISION 

if you only buy one work 
of Or Who reference, 
buy the bed 1 1 


for full details, send 
2 international Reply 
Coupons or SA E to- 



niri 

Order now from the 


CMS distribution address: 
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13 Norlhfretd Road. 

Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4AE 
ENGLAND 
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